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SACH AUXILIARY TO HOST CASINO NIGHT
Shamokin Area Community
Hospital’s (SACH) Auxiliary will be
sponsoring a “Casino Night” on
Saturday, April 19th from 6 pm to 9
pm at Indian Hills Golf Club,
Paxinos.

Come out and support SACH while
taking part in an evening of fun and entertainment.

Upon purchasing a ticket to this event, you will be granted
$5,000 of “Casino Money” (additional “Casino Money”
will be available for purchase on the casino floor) to play
exciting games such as Black Jack, Craps, Money Wheel,
Roulette, and Slot Machines.  An hors d’oeuvres buffet and
non-alcoholic beverages will be also available.  A cash bar
will be open through Indian Hills.

Furthermore, simply by purchasing your ticket, you will re-
ceive a chance to win various raffle prizes.

As an added bonus, tickets purchased before March 19th

will be eligible to receive the “early bird” special, which is
an extra $1,000 in “Casino Money”.

Tickets are $20 and are on sale in the SACH public rela-
tions office, administration office and the Corner Shop.

Auxiliary president, Jessica Trell, noted that the idea to hold
a “Casino Night” fundraiser came from observing other simi-
lar fundraisers.

“We saw other fundraisers of this type and how much inter-
est they generated,” noted Trell. “SACH has always been
very fortunate to have the community’s support and I be-
lieve that this event will be very entertaining for those in
attendance.”

The SACH Auxiliary’s sole purpose is to support the hos-
pital in any way possible.  Various events held to raise funds
are monthly bake sales, craft sales, book fairs, raffles and
more.

Over time, the Auxiliary has been instrumental in numerous
projects at the hospital including donating almost $15,000
for a generator for the West Wing, $10,000 for a new ultra-

sound machine, $10,000 for a new portable x-ray machine
and more. The Auxiliary also donated the funds to initiate
the opening of the Cardiac Rehab Center in 1990.   Most
recently, the Auxiliary donated funds for the purchase of
important ACLS (advanced cardiac life support) training.

According to Trell, the auxiliary recently held a membership
drive, which went very well.  She also noted that the auxil-
iary is now proud to offer memberships area businesses,
which have been integral to their fundraising efforts.

“We value all those businesses that make our fundraising
efforts possible,” said Trell.

Businesses sponsoring the “Casino Night” event on April
19th are:

Absolute Appraisal Services
Anthracite Provision Co.

Assist Home Care
Bill Anskis Company

DONTOM Contracting Co.
FNB Bank, N.A.

Family Medical Home Health
J & S Landscaping

Jeff’s Autobody and Recycling Center
Steve Minker and Terry Scicchitano

National Ticket Co.
The News-Item
OMEGA Bank

Rado Enterprises
Tom Olcese Pharmacy
VNA Health System

Don’t take a chance on missing out on the fun.  Buy your
tickets now for an extra $1,000 in “Casino Money”.
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PRIDE IN FOOD SERVICE WEEK
Food service workers serve nutritious meals and
snacks to individuals in various places, such as hospi-
tals, nursing homes, retirement centers, schools, cor-
rectional facilities and military services.

Food service workers receive training in food safety and
sanitation, and in food service preparation. Each day,
these valued employees deserve appreciation for their
dedication to prepare and serve safe and appropriate
food of which many must follow physician orders.

Pride in Food Service Week was established by the
Dietary Managers Association to recognize the efforts
and achievements of food service workers and was cel-
ebrated from February 4th-8th.

It goes without saying that any hospital kitchen is an
extremely busy place. There is food to be prepared,
nutritional guidelines to follow and a mealtime target to
be reached.

At Shamokin Area Community Hospital (SACH),
Maribeth Mrozek, RD, LDN, dietician and food services
manager, noted that each day is a challenge.

“Our staff deals with timelines very effectively because
they are skilled and experienced and can adapt very
well to stressful situations,” noted Mrozek. “We con-
stantly push ourselves to achieve customer satisfac-
tion within time constraints and increased volumes of
workload.”

She commended the staff for their continued hard work
and determination in preparing wholesome, nourishing
and well-balanced meals to those at SACH.

“Our staff does a wonderful job of meeting patients’
needs by providing quality food with pride and excellent
customer service,” said Mrozek. “Our staff caters to
patient needs by preparing alternative meals to address
patient food preferences.”

The SACH food services staff is comprised of: Theresa
Kistler, Barb Verano, Theresa Markle, Cathy Bainbridge,
Diane Jarosiewicz, Sue Yost, Kathy Derck, Yvonne
Kerstetter, Tara Santey, Rose Miriello, Velvet Vincenzes
and Nicole Williams.

In addition to serving approximately 1,000 to 1,200 pa-
tients/workers/visitors each week, the staff also pro-
vides a catering service. Among the events catered at
SACH are employee appreciation meals, holiday meals,
in-house meetings, breakfasts and lunches, courtesy
carts for patient families, public meetings (Diabetic and
Alzheimer’s support groups), etc.

The food service employees at SACH spend their pro-
fessional lives doing for others. The elderly and youth
rely on these professionals each day, so to take a mo-
ment to recognize these hard working and valued indi-
viduals committed to excellence, quality and patient
care.

TECH TYMES

NEW RADIOLOGY GROUP FOR SACH
As of January 1, 2008,
Tristan Associates be-
came the primary radi-
ology group for reading
all procedures per-
formed at Shamokin
Area Community Hos-
pital (SACH). This new

partnership entailed changes across many departments in
the hospital. Information Technology was responsible for
solidifying the transfer of DICOM (Digital Imaging and Com-
munications in Medicine) images between the two PACS
(picture archiving communication systems) systems and es-
tablishing an HL7 standard message for billing purposes.

In an effort to minimize paperwork and streamline the read-
ing process, all radiology staff was trained on scanning the
study-specific paperwork into the image folder held on Avreo
using a new software called PACSGear. The transfer of
these DICOM images from Shamokin’s PACS, Avreo, to
Tristan’s PACS, Amicas, is then done through a manual pro-
cess by all of the radiology techs and office staff.

Off-hour CT preliminary reports are supplied by Virtual
Radiologic group with a read to also follow from Tristan.
All other studies will be read by Tristan following a rountine
schedule, excluding cardiac nuclear medicine studies which
will still be read by Hershey Medical Center’s cardiology
department.
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AUTISM INFORMATION SESSION HELD AT SACH
Shamokin Area Community Hospital (SACH) hosted an Autism
Information Session on February 5th, which was open to the
public.

In January, a similar information session on Autism was open
to hospital employees, their family members and caregivers for
children with autism. Feedback was strong and the hospital
quickly made plans for the second information session, which
was open to the public.

These sessions were presented by Mark Weikel (a SACH oper-
ating room assistant), the father of an 11 year-old son with
Asperger’s syndrome, one of several autism spectrum disor-
ders (ASD) characterized by difficulties in social interaction
and by restricted and stereotyped interests and activities.

Weikel noted that the information sessions are being held to
help provide support, comfort and education.

“Each information session is a forum to share ideas about au-
tism,” noted Weikel. “We hope it brings more awareness to
Autism and continues to provide those in attendence with some
helpful contacts.”

The incidence of diagnosed autism has increased since the
1990’s. Some reasons for this phenomenon include better di-
agnosis, wider public awareness of the condition and simply,
an increase in the occurrence of ASD.

Numerous signs/symptoms may be seen in a person with au-
tism. Some characteristics may include (some may be absent):
doesn’t respond to his/her name, cannot explain what he/she
wants, seems to hear sometimes, but not at all times, throws
intense or violent tantrums, likes to spin around in a circle, is
overly active or resistant, has poor eye contact, walks/stands
on his/her toes, etc.

Oftentimes, parents might not realize any of the above symp-
toms in their child. The autism session tries to provide infor-
mation and clear up any misconceptions that some may have
regarding autism.

Weikel recommends  www.autism.org  and
www.autismspeak.org  as places on the internet where fami-
lies could go to obtain valuable information on the disorder.

Weikel is excited about the opportunity for further Autism in-
formation sessions being held each month and is looking for-
ward to sharing ideas with others.

“Communication is very important,” said Weikel. “We hope to
be able to provide a sense of community for families who are
dealing with the common challenges of autism.”

For more information on future autism information sessions,
please contact the SACH education office at 644-4274.


